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CHRISTMAS AT CHETS IS ABOUT GENEROSITY

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw
his star in the east and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he was disturbed,
and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and
teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,”
they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the
shepherd of my people Israel.” “ Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them
the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a
careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that | too may go and
worship him.” After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in
the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him
with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

Matthew 2:1-12 (NIV)

s The Wise Men Gave Generously
On coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother Mary, and they bowed down
and worshipped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts of
gold and of incense and of myrrh.
Matthew 2:11 (NIV)

1. They gave SACRIFICIALLY.
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the
east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?
We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”

Matthew 2:1-2 (NIV)

2. They also gave as an ACT of WORSHIP.
... they bowed down and worshipped Him.

3. They gave EXTRAVAGANTLY.
... gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

¢ You Have Shown Great Generosity
“In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.””
Acts 20:35 (NIV)

1. You GAVE YOURSELF.




But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect.

1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

2. You GAVE PROPORTIONATELY.
“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you
do,” says the LORD Almighty, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. | will pour out a

blessing so great you won't have enough room to take it in! Try it! Let me prove it to you!”
Malachi 3:10 (NLT)

3. You GAVE CHEERFULLY.
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)

4. You GAVE PURPOSEFULLY.
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase
your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich
in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only
supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks
to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God
for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.

2 Corinthians 9:10-13 (NIV)

5. You GAVE EXPECTANTLY.
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously.

2 Corinthians 9:6 (NIV)

6. You GAVE ETERNALLY.
‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV)

s God Gave the Greatest Gift of All
The greatest love you can show is to give your life for your friends.
John 15:13 (GW)

1. He gave His ALL to US.
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor; no good thing

does He withhold from those whose walk is blameless.
Psalm 84:11 (NIV)

2. He gave His ALL for US.



We know what real love is because Jesus gave up His life for us.
1 John 3:16

3. He gave so that WE can GIVE.
“‘But who am |, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as
this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your
hand.”
1 Chronicles 29:14 (NIV)



