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CHOSEN TO REVEAL GOD’S POWER

Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says:
‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the desert.”” Pharaoh said, “Who
is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let
Israel go.” Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Now let us take a three-
day journey into the desert to offer sacrifices to the Lord our God, or he may strike us with
plagues or with the sword.” But the king of Egypt said, “Moses and Aaron, why are you taking
the people away from their labor? Get back to your work!” ... That same day Pharaoh gave
this order to the slave drivers and foremen in charge of the people: “You are no longer to
supply the people with straw for making bricks; let them go and gather their own straw. But
require them to make the same number of bricks as before... They are lazy; that is why they
are crying out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’ Make the work harder for the men so that
they keep working and pay no attention to lies.” ... So the people scattered all over Egypt to
gather stubble to use for straw... The Israelite foremen appointed by Pharaoh's slave drivers
were beaten and were asked, “Why didn't you meet your quota of bricks yesterday or today, as
before?” ...they found Moses and Aaron waiting to meet them, and they said, “May the Lord
look upon you and judge you! You have made us a stench to Pharaoh and his officials...”
Moses returned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why have you brought trouble upon this
people? Is this why you sent me? Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has
brought trouble upon this people, and you have not rescued your people at all.” Then the Lord
said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of my mighty hand he
will let them go; because of my mighty hand he will drive them out of his country.” God also
said to Moses, “I am the Lord. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God
Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make myself known to them. I also established
my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan... Moreover, I have heard the
groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my
covenant... Therefore, say to them: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the
yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an
outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and 1
will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from
under the yoke of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to
give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.’ ...
And the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and
bring the Israelites out of it.” Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded them. Moses
was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three when they spoke to Pharaoh.

Exodus 5:1-7:7 (NIV)
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< God’s Power Rejected

1. Wereject God’s power due to our own PRIDE.
“Who is the Lord that I should obey him? ... I do not know the Lord and I will not let
Israel go.”

2. We reject God’s power because we have different PRIORITIES.
But the king of Egypt said, “Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the people away
from their labor? Get back to your work!”



3. Wereject God’s power because we lack God’s PERSPECTIVE.
Moses returned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why have you brought trouble upon this
people? Is this why you sent me? Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name,
he has brought trouble upon this people, and you have not rescued your people at all.”

®,

< God’s Power Revealed

1. God will often do whatever it takes to get our ATTENTION.
“Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgment I will bring out
my divisions, my people the Israelites. ° And the Egyptians will know that I am
the Lord when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it.”
Exodus 7:4-5 (NIV)

Jethro was delighted to hear about all the good things the Lord had done for Israel in
rescuing them from the hand of the Egyptians. '’ He said, “Praise be to the Lord, who
rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians and of Pharaoh, and who rescued the
people from the hand of the Egyptians. '’ Now I know that the Lord is greater than all
other gods, for he did this to those who had treated Israel arrogantly.”

Exodus 18:9-11 (NIV)

2. God will always delineate Himself against COUNTERFEITS.
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of
the ground,’ and throughout the land of Egypt the dust will become gnats.” '’ They did
this, and when Aaron stretched out his hand with the staff and struck the dust of the
ground, gnats came on people and animals. All the dust throughout the land of Egypt
became gnats. ' But when the magicians tried to produce gnats by their secret arts,

they could not. Since the gnats were on people and animals everywhere, '’ the
magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” Exodus 8:16-19 (NIV)

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel — " which is really no gospel at all.
Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the
gospel of Christ. * But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other
than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! ° As we have already
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you
accepted, let them be under God’s curse! Galatians 1:6-9 (NIV)

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they
may be saved. > For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their
zeal is not based on knowledge. > Since they did not know the righteousness of God and
sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. * Christ is the
culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.
Romans 10:1-4 (NIV)

And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to cut the ground from under those
who want an opportunity to be considered equal with us in the things they boast
about. ° For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as
apostles of Christ. ' And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of



light. ”° It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of
righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.
2 Corinthians 11:12-14 (NIV)

3. God shows His power through DISCIPLINE.
For you, God, tested us; you refined us like silver. ' You brought us into prison and
laid burdens on our backs. ' You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire
and water, but you brought us to a place of abundance. Psalm 66:10-12 (NIV)

% God’s Power Recognized
1. When you recognize and receive God’s power, your LIFE PURPOSE changes.

I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. Romans 1:16 (NIV)

2. When you recognize and reveal God’s power, you can help CHANGE the WORLD.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:8 (NIV)

3. When you recognize and rely on God’s power, He’ll do great things THROUGH
YOU.
Now glory be to God! By his mighty power at work within us, he is able to accomplish
infinitely more than we would ever dare to ask or hope. Ephesians 3:20 (NLT)




