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THE MESSINESS OF MARRIAGE

In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. >’ After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for
their body, just as Christ does the church — >’ for we are members of his body. °' “For this
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh.” *’ This is a profound mystery — but I am talking about Christ and the
church. ** However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife
must respect her husband. Ephesians 5:28-33 (NIV)

Therefore 1, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for
you have been called by God. ° Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other,
making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. > Make every effort to keep
yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.

Ephesians 4:1-3 (NLT)

¢ The Power of Truth
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really

my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
John 8:31-32 (NIV)

1. Truth rises from LOVE.
The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love that comes
from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith. 1 Timothy 1:5 (NLT)

2. Marriage doesn’t CREATE your weaknesses — it REVEALS them.
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.
% And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. "’ As it is, it is no
longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. '® For I know that good itself does
not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good,
but I cannot carry it out. ”’ For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not
want to do — this I keep on doing. *° Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer
I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. ' So I find this law at work: Although
I want to do good, evil is right there with me. > For in my inner being I delight in
God’s law. Romans 7:15-22 (NIV)

3. Truth moves you toward HOLINESS.
You must encourage one another each day. And you must keep on while there is still a
time that can be called “today.” If you don’t, then sin may fool some of you and make
you stubborn. Hebrews 3:13 (CEV)

«* The Power of Love



Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of
punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love. " We love
each other because he (GOD) loved us first. 1 John 4:18-19 (NLT)

1. Love always aims at TRUTH.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 1 Corinthians 13:6 (NIV)

2. It has the power to AFFIRM you.

Hatred stirs up trouble; love overlooks the wrongs that others do.
Proverbs 10:12 (CEV)

3. Love and Truth have the power to HEAL your deepest wounds.
For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could
be made right with God through Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT)

% The Power of Grace
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)

1. It has the power to look beyond IMPERFECTIONS.
(The Lord said to Paul,) “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me. 2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIV)

2. It has the power to FORGIVE.
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in
perfect unity. Colossians 3:12-14 (NIV)

Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. * Their responsibility is to equip God’s
people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. ”* This will continue
until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be
mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. ' Then
we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by
every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with
lies so clever they sound like the truth. 15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love,
growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the
church. Ephesians 4:11-15 (NLT)




