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MADE FOR MATURITY
Ephesians 4:11-24 (ESV)

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers *to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 3until we all attain to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in
deceitful schemes. °Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him
who is the head, into Christ, °from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every
Jjoint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that
it builds itself up in love. ¥’Now this | say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as
the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. ¥They are darkened in their understanding, alienated
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart.
9They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every
kind of impurity. 2°But that is not the way you learned Christ!—?!assuming that you have heard
about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, ?’to put off your old self, which
belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, ?*and to be
renewed in the spirit of your minds, ?4and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God
in true righteousness and holiness.

Ephesians 4:11-24 (ESV)

1. SPIRITUAL MATURITY is an expected result of being part of the local church.
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ...
Ephesians 4:11-12 (ESV)

Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we
may present everyone mature in Christ.
Colossians 1:28 (ESV)

e God equips the church with SPIRITUAL GIFTS that lead to spiritual maturity.

2. Growing TOGETHER in our understanding of TRUTH is the path toward spiritual maturity.
... until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 1¥so that we
may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. *>Rather,
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head,

into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that
it builds itself up in love. ¥’Now this | say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer
walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18They are darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them,



due to their hardness of heart. 1°They have become callous and have given themselves
up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 2°But that is not the way you
learned Christ!—?'assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as
the truth is in Jesus...

Ephesians 4:13-21 (ESV)

e This KNOWLEDGE of the truth should mature us in a way that we can stand firm in it and
show the love of Christ through it.

e We need each other to avoid the GOSPEL IGNORANCE that leads to spiritual immaturity.

| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be
conformed to this world, by be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect.

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)

3. Spiritual maturity leads to a NEW LIFE that reflects the maturity of Christ.
... to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt
through deceitful desires, ?>and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, ?4and to put
on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.
Ephesians 4:22-24 (ESV)

And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy.
But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. *And as
for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way
they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not
mature. 1°As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast
in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.

Luke 8:13-15 (ESV)

Closing Thought: We are made for maturity so we can know God and help others know Him as
well.



