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CALLED TO GROW

Let us stop going over the basics of Christianity again and again. Let us go on instead and become
mature in our understanding. Surely we don't need to start all over again with the importance of
turning away from evil deeds and placing our faith in God.

Hebrews 6:1 (NLT)

% You Were Created to GROW UP:
This work must continue until we are all joined together in the same faith and in the same
knowledge of the Son of God. We must become like a mature person, growing until we
become like Christ and have his perfection.
Ephesians 4:13 (NCV)

1. God’'s PURPOSE for us is to become more like JESUS, His perfect Son.
For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that
his Son would be the firstborn, with many brothers and sisters.
Romans 8:29 (NLT)

2. God’'s PLAN for us is to GROW UP to maturity that others can see Christ in us.
God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in
everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we do.
Ephesians 4:15 (MSG)

3. God’'s PROCESS for us to grow up includes our CIRCUMSTANCES.
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose.

Romans 8:28 (NIV)

% Things that HINDER our SPIRITUAL GROWTH:
By this time you ought to be teachers yourselves, yet here | find you need someone to sit
down with you and go over the basics on God again, starting from square one—baby's
milk, when you should have been on solid food long ago!

Hebrews 5:12 (MSG)

1. Our PERSONAL PRIDE.
Brothers, | could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2/
gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not
ready. 3You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are
you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?”

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 (NIV)

2. Our OPEN DISOBEDIENCE.
Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.
James 4:17 (NIV)




3. Our BIBLICAL ILLITERACY.
Until we come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we will be
mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ. *Then we
will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe
because someone has told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied
to us and made the lie sound like the truth.

Ephesians 4:13-14 (NLT)

% Biblical Steps Necessary for GROWING UP:
We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your faith is
growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each other is increasing.
2 Thessalonians 1:3 (NIV)

1. It begins with a proper ATTITUDE.
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others
better than yourselves. *Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but
also to the interests of others. *Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.
Philippians 2:3-5 (NIV)

2. ltis supported with right ACTIONS.
Dear children, let us stop just saying we love each other; let us really show it by our
actions. °It is by our actions that we know we are living in the truth, so we will be

confident when we stand before the Lord.
1 John 3:18-19 (NLT)

e Spend timein GOD'S WORD
For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart.
Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)

e Make time for PRAYER.

“And when you come before God, don't turn that into a theatrical production either. All
these people making a regular show out of their prayers, hoping for stardom! Do you
think God sits in a box seat? Here's what | want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place
so you won't be tempted to role-play before God. ®Just be there as simply and honestly
as you can manage. The focus will shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense his
grace.”

Matthew 6:5-6 (MSG)

e Plan time with OTHER BELIEVERS.
Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Hebrews 10:25 (NIV)

e Become a STEWARD of God’s gifts in you and to you.
“Give away your life; you'll find life given back, but not merely given back—given back
with bonus and blessing. Giving, not getting, is the way. Generosity begets generosity.”
Luke 6:38 (MSQG)



e Faithfully SHARE CHRIST with others.
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect.

1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

3. It culminates as we practice ACCOUNTABILITY.
Brothers and sisters, if someone in your group does something wrong, you who are
spiritual should go to that person and gently help make him right again. But be careful,
because you might be tempted to sin, too. 2By helping each other with your troubles,
you truly obey the law of Christ. 3If anyone thinks he is important when he really is not,
he is only fooling himself. *Each person should judge his own actions and not compare
himself with others. Then he can be proud for what he himself has done. °Each person
must be responsible for himself.

Galatians 6:1-5 (NCV)



