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GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK AROUND YOU 
John 5:16-20 (NIV) 

 
So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute 
him. 17In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too 
am working.” 18For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the 
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 19Jesus 
gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only 
what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20For the 
Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works 
than these, so that you will be amazed.”   

John 5:16-20 (NIV) 
 
v When is God Working? 

 
• ALWAYS! (Psalm 121:3-4 & Philippians 1:6) 

He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he 
who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

Psalm 121:3-4 (NIV) 
 

For I am confident of this, He who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 1:6 (NIV) 
 

• Even when it doesn’t seem like it! (2 Peter 3:9) 
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) 
 
v What is God Working On? 

 
• God is RECONCILING the world to Himself. God is going to USE you to BRING someone to 

Jesus. (2 Corinthians 5:17-21) 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new 
is here! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God 
made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (NIV) 
 

• God is HELPING those in the world who are in need. God is going to use you to ANSWER 
someone else’s PRAYER. (1 Corinthians 9:9-11) 



Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will 
be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through 
us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

2 Corinthians 9:10-11 (NIV) 
 

• God Is BUILDING His kingdom and His church. God is going to use you to bring LIGHT to 
the DARKNESS.  (1 Corinthians 3:5-7 & Matthew 5:14-16) 

What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 
believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6I planted the seed, Apollos watered 
it, but God has been making it grow. 7So neither the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.  

1 Corinthians 3:5-7 (NIV) 
 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV) 
 
v Bottom Line: Where is God at work around you? 

 
 


