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CALLED TO GO BEYOND YOUR WALLS 
 
Now those who had been scattered by the persecution (in Jerusalem) that broke out when 
Stephen was stoned to death, traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the 
word only among Jews.  20Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to 
Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord 
Jesus. 21The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the 
Lord. 22News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23When 
he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to 
remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, 
and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. 25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look 
for Saul, 26and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and 
Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called 
Christians first at Antioch.    

Acts 11:19-26 (NIV) 
 

1. They took God’s mission PERSONALLY. 
(Jesus said), “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.”  

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 
 

2. They had Gospel conversations in the middle of their EVERYDAY lives. 
Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to 
speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 

 Acts 11:20 (NIV) 
 

3. They were EMPOWERED by the Holy Spirit. 
The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to 
the Lord.                                                                                                   

Acts 11:21 (NIV) 
 

(Jesus said), “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

 Acts 1:8 (NIV) 
 

4. They prayed for BOLDNESS. 
On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that 
the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24When they heard this, they raised 
their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the 
heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25You spoke by the Holy 
Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: ‘Why do the nations 



rage and the peoples plot in vain?  26The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band 
together against the Lord and against his anointed one.’ 27Indeed Herod and Pontius 
Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire 
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28They did what your power and 
will had decided beforehand should happen. 29Now, Lord, consider their threats and 
enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30Stretch out your hand 
to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”  
31After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.                                                              

Acts 4:23-31 (NIV) 
 

5. They MOTIVATED and EMPOWERED others by their lives. 
 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.  
23When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and 
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24He was a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the 
Lord. 25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and when he found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and 
taught great numbers of people.                          

Acts 11:22-26 (NIV) 
 

6. They believed in a BIG God. 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 

Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV) 
 
   7.   They saw their CITY and BEYOND as their personal MISSION FIELD. 

The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. (v 26) 
 
MY NEXT STEP TODAY IS… 
 
o I need to receive Jesus Christ as my personal Savior. 

 
o I need to build a strategic relationship with _______ and pray for God to allow us to have 

meaningful conversations. 
 

o I want more information about upcoming short term mission journeys. 
 

o I need to serve others in some ministry area and plan to talk to someone about how to get 
involved. 

 
 


