The Lord Provided the Sacrifice

Just as God provided the sacrifice to take Isaac’s place,
so He has provided Christ, the Lamb of God, to take our
place.
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(Gen. 22:1-19) *Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” "Here | am,” he replied. 2 Then God
said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a
burnt offering on a mountain | will show you.” 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He
took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out
for the place God had told him about. #On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. >He
said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while | and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we wiill
come back to you.” ® Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself
carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together,” Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham,
“Father?” “Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the
burnt offering?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two
of them went on together. ° When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and
arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. ° Then he reached
out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 1 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham!
Abraham!” “Here | am,” he replied. 2 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,"” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now | know
that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 3 Abraham looked up and there
in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering
instead of his son. *So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain
of the Lord it will be provided.” > The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time ¢ and said, ‘I
swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only

son, 71 will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the
seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies,'® and through your offspring all
nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."®® Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they
set off together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba.

- What is the most difficult sacrifice or decision that you've ever had to make?
- How did this decision test your faith? How did your faith inform your decision at the time?

- How did the results of that decision confirm and/or challenge your faith?

God in his infinite and mysterious wisdom sometimes leads us to do things that don't make sense to our
finite minds. It is only after some time removed from the event or decision that we can see His purpose in
it. God does not always act how we expect or prefer that He would. Genesis 22 is a vivid and well-known
example of this. Nevertheless, we should not avoid difficult passages such as these because God is
pleased to reveal Himself and His purposes in them. In this specific passage, God’'s command for
Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac seems not only strange but also morally atrocious. Yet, here we are
given a glimpse of the gospel itself: blessing and salvation will come to the world through a son of
Abraham, one who is offered up as a sacrifice.

Have a volunteer to read Genesis 22:1-10

- Why do you think people struggle with passages like these in the Bible? How can we keep
ourselves from feeling embarrassed or ashamed about parts of the Bible that are not pleasant
or endearing to our culture?
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- What is most shocking to you about Genesis 22 and God’s command for Abraham to sacrifice
Isaac? Has God ever shocked you with one of his commands in Scripture and/or with a life
situation?

- Given Abraham and Sarah’s experience with barrenness and God’s earlier promises to them,
why would this command come as a shock?

- Which details in verses 1-10 indicate that Abraham was obedient to God's command?

- How do verses 5 and 8 indicate that Abraham believed that Isaac would somehow survive the
burnt offering?

Have a volunteer read Genesis 22:11-19

- Why would God wait until the last moment to intervene in order to prevent Abraham from
killing Isaac?

- What does God's providing a ram as a substitute indicate about His character and grace? Why
is God within His rights and justice to require Isaac’s life?

- What does God's statement to Abraham in verses 16-18 say about His role in bringing about
God's earlier promises to him and for the world (e.g., Gen 12:1-3)?

Sacrifice is a key element of the gospel. God sacrificing His beloved Son, Jesus, is foreshadowed in this
story.

- What similarities and differences do you see between God and Abraham and Jesus and Isaac?
Have three volunteers read Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19; Romans 4:16-25; James 2:20-24

- Inlight of these New Testament passages, what does the Abraham-Isaac story tell us about
the nature of the gospel and salvation?

- According to Hebrews 11:17-19, how does the Abraham-Isaac story point not only to Jesus’
sacrifice but also to His resurrection?

- When has God provided for you in a “last moment” sort of way? What did this reveal to you
about your level of confidence and trust in God? How is Christ’s sacrifice the ultimate display
of “last moment” provision?

- What can we glean from this passage about how we should approach difficult texts in the
Bible? Why must we keep the "big picture” in view when looking at difficult texts (or any
individual text)?

- How does Abraham'’s trust in God—even to the point of nearly sacrificing his son—challenge
you? What sort of things might God be calling you to sacrifice in order to demonstrate your
trust in Him?

PRAYER: Pray by acknowledging God'’s trustworthy character and asking for His help in trusting Him even
during difficult times. Thank Him for His gracious provision of His only Son, Jesus, through whom blessing
and salvation comes to the world.
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Bible Reading Plan: H.E.A.R. Method:
DAY 1 — Genesis 27-28 Highlight a verse or two.
DAY 2 — Genesis 29-30:24
DAY 3 — Genesis 31-32 Explain what the text means.
DAY 4 — Genesis 33, 35 :
DAY 5 — Genesis 37 Apply the verse to your life.

KEY VERSE: Genesis 32:28 Respond to God.

Our team has put together Bible study resources to encourage and inspire you as you engage in God's Story.
Visit chetscreek.com/gods-story for videos, study guides, and more.

OUR VISION ADULT LIFEGROUPS

To be a church Gospel-centered communities that aim to KNOW

for the unchurched, GOD together and BE CHANGED by Him in a
here and around the world. way that will CHANGE THE WORLD.




Genesis 22:1-18

22:1-2. Abraham’s ultimate test of obedience to God is described in 22:1-19. God used this event to affirm the
sterling character of Abraham’s faith by giving him the incredibly difficult task of sacrificing his son Isaac. Pagans
in Canaan during the OT period regularly practiced child sacrifice by making them pass through the fire (2Ki 16:3)
to give them as food to their gods (Ezek 23:37). With this command God was asking Abraham to demonstrate
that he was as committed to the Lord God as pagans were to their gods.

22:3-4. Confirmation of Abraham'’s amazing trust in God is found first in the fact that he was up before sunrise
(early in the morning) the next day to begin the journey. His diligence in going to the place God had told him
about contrasts sharply with Jonah's actions (Jonah 1:3). Traveling from Beer-Sheba, it was not until the third
day that Abraham reached the Jerusalem area.

22:5-8. Evidence that Abraham believed God could raise Isaac from the dead (Heb 11:17-18) is found in his
comment, we'll come back. Abraham carried the most dangerous elements of the sacrifice—the fire and the
sacrificial knife—himself, perhaps as a sign of his protective love for Isaac. Ignorant of God’'s command and
surprised that his father would forget the most important element in an animal sacrifice, Isaac asked Abraham
where the lamb was. Abraham's faith-filled response was that God Himself would provide the lamb (“sheep”).

22:9-14. Abraham followed the standard procedure for a burnt offering involving a living being. In describing his
preparation, the Bible emphasizes only Abraham'’s systematic acts of obedience, omitting any mention of
Abraham’s or Isaac’s feelings. Just before the knife was put to Isaac’s neck, the Angel of the Lord spared him. The
patriarch had passed the test, providing experiential evidence that he feared God more than he loved his only
son. Exactly as Abraham had predicted (v. 8), God had miraculously provided a sheep—and the most prized
variety, a ram. To memorialize the event Abraham named that place The Lord Will Provide.

22:15-18. As the Angel of the Lord who had the Lord’s authority, the divine emissary delivered a second message
(v. 12), this one in the first person. Because Abraham had passed the “priorities test” by obeying God and not
withholding his only son, the Lord would indeed bless him with offspring, victory, land, and goodwill.

Romans 4:16-25

4:16-17. God’s promise is by faith, so that it may be guaranteed to both Jews and Gentiles who believe. If it were
by law, no such guarantee would be possible. To make it certain, therefore, the promise was according to grace.
Abraham was also promised to be the father of many nations. Abraham believed in the God who created
everything from nothing and gives life to the dead.

4:18. It seemed humanly impossible for Abraham to become the father of many nations when he was old, but he
placed his hope in God's promise.

4:19-20. Abraham had a realistic evaluation of his prospects for fatherhood. He was about 100 years old, and
Sarah was childless and long past child-bearing years. Yet Abraham did not doubt God’ s promise, and God
strengthened his faith.

4:23-24. Everything in Scripture is for our benefit. The experiences of Abraham are as relevant to us as they were
to him, for we serve the same Creator God who can do the humanly impossible. We are credited as righteous
before God in the same manner as Abraham: by faith.

4:25. Jesus was delivered up for our trespasses as promised in Isa 52:13-53:12. Who delivered up Jesus? Was it
Judas? Pilate? The Jewish Sanhedrin? Satan? Certainly, all these were causal agents in the crucifixion of Christ,
but ultimately it was the sovereign God who brought it to pass in order to fulfill His plan of redemption (Ac 4:27-
28). The Father delivered Jesus up for our trespasses and raised Him so that His righteous Servant would justify
many people (Isa 53:11).



James 2:20-24

2:20. Verse 20 calls on the objector to recognize that the conclusions of verses 18-19 are correct while also
introducing verses 21-26. James appeals to us to become learners. We can rephrase the question as: “Are you
willing to be taught that a barren faith is worthless?”

Foolish also appears in Mark 12:3, translated “empty-handed.” The objector was spiritually foolish or willfully
ignorant. The last word of the verse is different in important Greek manuscripts. King James follows the reading
of many manuscripts in translating: “"dead.” Most modern versions follow Greek manuscripts with a word which
means useless or “barren.” The same Greek word in 2 Peter 1:8 is translated “ineffective.”

Have you ever dealt with professing Christians who felt they could keep their faith to themselves and did not
need to demonstrate their faith? We must lead these people to see that true faith shows itself in visible deeds,
not merely by agreeing with a creed. Examples of Faith That Works (vv. 21-26)

James selected Abraham and Rahab as examples of people who showed genuine faith by their deeds. Their
examples stand in complete contrast. Abraham was the ancestor of both Jews and Gentiles. He provided a
sterling example of faith (Heb. 11:8-12). Rahab was a Gentile and a prostitute (Josh. 2:1-24), but Matthew listed
her in the genealogy of Christ (Matt. 1:5). Although they came from different backgrounds, both showed the
reality of their faith.

2:21-23. Verse 21 picks up the Old Testament incident in which Abraham showed his willingness to offer Isaac
as a sacrifice (Gen. 22:1-18). Verse 23 refers to the incident in which “Abraham believed the Lord, and he
credited it to him as righteousness” (Gen. 15:6), which took place at least thirty years before that of Genesis 22.

Verse 21 concludes that Abraham showed his righteousness by his willingness to offer Isaac on the altar. KIC
translates “justified” instead of NIVs considered righteous. Paul uses the same Greek word in Romans 3:28; 4:2, 5;
and 5:1 (“justified”) to describe the righteousness God credits to a believer through faith in Jesus Christ. James
uses the word to describe the righteousness we show to others as we obey Jesus. The saving faith of Abraham
showed itself by his total obedience to God in the matter of offering up Isaac. The faith James commended
moves the heart and controls the life. Again, James was demanding that true faith must be alive and vital.

Verse 22 states two facts about Abraham’s faith. First, his faith and his actions were working together. Abraham'’s
faith prompted his obedience. It prodded him on to do good works. Second, his faith was made complete by
what he did. His obedience demonstrated the integrity of his faith. This is not to say that previously Abraham had
a weak faith. His willingness to sacrifice Isaac vividly demonstrated the existence of true faith.

Verse 23 summarizes the entire process. Abraham'’s willingness to offer Isaac fulfilled the promise of Genesis
15:6. Abraham'’s obedience showed he was a righteous man. God declared Abraham righteous as a matter of
grace. Abraham showed the reality of this righteousness by his actions in Genesis 22. As a result of this
obedience, God drew Abraham into a closer fellowship with him and called him God's friend. Note that Abraham
did not merely determine that God would be his friend. God initiated the action. God reached out to him and
gave him the privilege of intimacy and closeness.

2:24. Verse 24 presents the conclusions about Abraham. Abraham had shown the reality of his faith by his
willingness to offer Isaac in obedience to God’'s command. We are made right in God's sight through a faith
which produces works. This does not claim that God justifies his people by our deeds. The Bible insists that
saving faith must show itself by visible commitment to the Lord and compassion for others. Faith alone will bring
salvation to anyone but saving faith does not come alone. It is accompanied by works which show the
genuineness of faith.



